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A Word from Pastor Shayne...
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;[b] even though we once
knew Christ from a human point of view,[c] we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is
in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become
new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself,[d] not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. So we
are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf
of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God.
1 Corinthians 5:16-21 (NSRV)

So often when we hear a scripture quoted from 1 Corinthians, chapter 5, it’s only
verse 17 alone. I’ve provided the paragraph in which it’s found to help provide context
and give us insight into its meaning. If you look at the whole paragraph, it becomes clear
Paul was speaking to the Corinthian church as a whole, and not as individuals. The
predominant use of “us, we, and our” makes it clear Paul is calling the church
community to action to be “ambassadors for Christ.” As we continue to discern what it is
to be Christ’s church in Manchester, let us take Paul’s advice to work to reconcile the
world with Christ. That simply is to help others get to know Jesus.
In her book, Flood Gates, Sue Nilson Kibbey, describes the church that is
transformational in their community as “missiactional.” This is a church that weaves
together both acts of kindness and an element of invitation. This was demonstrated by a
story about a church member with a heart for the hungry, “Dorothy.” Dorothy started a
food pantry at her church and recruited volunteers who also were concerned about
neighbors without enough food. After a while, God put it on Dorothy’s heart that those
they served might like a hot meal once in a while. So, once a month she and her
volunteers offered a free dinner. This gave Dorothy and her team a chance to sit down
and get to know the people. Folks were very touched because the church team expressed
concern and showed them love. Never before had this happened in a local food pantry
where most volunteers wanted the recipients to pick up their food and leave. The
dinners were so successful, that the team went to offering them once a week. Finally,
God gave Dorothy the dream to go beyond feeding and add a short devotional time. Her
volunteers were skeptical, saying that the people probably would be offended. However,
they eventually agreed. The people at the Monday night dinners initially didn’t know
how to respond to the devotional because most had never been to church. However,
when they offered to pray for folks, it really reached their hearts. They appreciated
having an opportunity to pray for the challenges they and their families faced. That
Easter eleven of the food pantry guests joined in with the congregation for their main
worship service. Dorothy and her volunteers continued to offer prayer, devotionals, and
even added short Vacation Bible School type lessons for the kids. Dorothy and her team
helped people in their community become new creations in Christ. The team was
transformed too as they made friendships with the people they met.

Pastor Shayne

We hope you will joing us for
Maundy Thursday Service
with Communion!
Thursday, April 14 – 7:00 pm

Easter Offering
It's time for our annual Easter Offering!
Our goal this year is $12,000. We invite
you to consider God's many blessings
this year and make a faithful gift to
support Central as a landmark of God's
love in Manchester and beyond.

Food Pantry
Every 1st Sunday we collect non-perishable
food items to support the local food pantry
ministry of our neighbhor Sacred Heart
Catholic Church on Perry St. If you wish to
send a monetary donation, you may send it to
the church office.

April & May Birthdays
Pastor Shayne
5/11

Mark Putze
5/21

Jordan Bondurant
5/22

Brittany James
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We're sending birthday hugs your way!

May Christ's glory and the promise of this joyous season, bring
peace and happiness to you and to those you hold most dear.
From our hearts at Central UMC to yours.

Happy Easter!

